University of Mississippi

eGrove
Federal Publications

Accounting Archive

1921

Rules relative to operating statistics of large steam railways :
effective on January 1, 1921
United States. Interstate Commerce Commission

Follow this and additional works at: https://egrove.olemiss.edu/acct_fed
Part of the Accounting Commons, and the Taxation Commons

Recommended Citation
United States. Interstate Commerce Commission, "Rules relative to operating statistics of large steam
railways : effective on January 1, 1921" (1921). Federal Publications. 339.
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/acct_fed/339

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Accounting Archive at eGrove. It has been accepted
for inclusion in Federal Publications by an authorized administrator of eGrove. For more information, please
contact egrove@olemiss.edu.

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

RULES RELATIVE TO
OPERATING STATISTICS OF
LARGE STEAM RAILWAYS

Effective on January

1, 1921

WASHINGTON
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
1921

THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION.1
EDGAR E . CLARK,

Chairman.

C H A R L E S C. MCCHORD.
B A L T H A S A R H . MEYER.
H E N R Y C. H A L L .
W I N T H R O P M. D A N I E L S .
CLYDE B . A I T C H I S O N .
ROBERT W. WOOLLEY.
JOSEPH B. EASTMAN.
H E N R Y J . FORD.
M A R K W. POTTER.
GEORGE B . M C G I N T Y ,
1

One vacancy.
(2)

Secretary.

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION,
BUREAU OF STATISTICS,

December 31, 1920.
To CARRIERS BY STEAM RAILWAY:

The annexed rules in Schedule A relative to operating statistics
are intended to continue, with some modifications, the compilation
and report by Class I carriers, except switching and terminal companies, of the basal operating statistics reportable to the Commission in special monthly and annual forms pertaining to the year
1920. It may be noted that the principal changes involved in the
present issue of the rules relative to operating statistics are, briefly:
(1) The requirement of gross ton-miles of locomotives and tenders
in connection with certain items; (2) the addition of a statement
of the average number of serviceable and of unserviceable locomotives by classes of service; (3) the omission of rating ton-miles
and of locomotive-hours; (4) the requirement of direction of movement for freight-train car-miles only; (5) the requirement of
monthly and cumulative figures for like items in the same forms
without a separate statement of annual figures other than those
appearing in the regular annual reports of the carriers.
Blank forms for the required reports will be furnished.
M. O. LORENZ,

Director.
30793°—21
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ORDER.

At a General Session of the INTERSTATE COMMERCE
COMMISSION, held at its office in Washington, D. C,
on the 31st day of December, A. D. 1920.
The subject of operating statistics being under consideration, the
following order was entered:
It is ordered, That—
1. The orders of this Commission issued under dates of December
1, 1919, and November 1, 1920, the subject of operating statistics
being under consideration, be, and they are hereby, annulled, except
so far as they relate to periods of time within the calendar year 1920.
2. Beginning with January 1, 1921, and thereafter until otherwise
ordered, carriers by steam railway of Class I, other than switching
and terminal companies, shall record currently such operating statistics as are outlined and defined in Schedule A annexed, which is
made a part of this order, and report them monthly in accordance
with forms adopted for the returns required in pursuance of the intent of this order.
3. The monthly reports of operating statistics specified in Schedule
A shall be made under oath and forwarded, in duplicate, to the
Bureau of Statistics, Interstate Commerce Commission, Washington,
D. C , within 30 days after the end of the month to which they refer:
Provided, however, That if a longer period be allowed in connection
with any form adopted, such period may be observed instead of the
said period of 30 days. This order is not intended to abrogate the
"Classification of train-miles, locomotive-miles, and car-miles for
steam roads," prescribed by this Commission and effective on July
1 1914, nor to affect requirements as to operating statistics in the
regular annual reports of the carriers to the Commission.
By the Commission.
[SEAL.]
GEORGE B. M C G I N T Y ,
Secretary.
(4)

RULES RELATIVE TO MONTHLY REPORTS OF
OPERATING STATISTICS OF LARGE STEAM
RAILWAYS.
SCHEDULE A.

Returns in compliance with the tenor of the following directions
are to be made each month of a calendar year with comparable items
for the same month of the preceding year. Corresponding cumulative figures are also required, respectively, for the period from the
beginning of the year to the end of the month covered by a report.
I n Schedule A only the principal basal items required in monthly
reports of operating statistics are indicated. The forms adopted
for the returns, in addition to the basal items, will provide for certain derived items.
The items, which shall be reported monthly, outlined and defined
herein, embrace four subjects: (a) "freight service performance";
(b) "passenger service performance"; (c) "locomotive and train
costs " ; and (d) "revenue traffic."
It is required, in general, that adjustments of abnormal proportions on account of operations of prior months shall not be included in the figures for
the month covered by a report, but they shall, however, be included in the
cumulative figures for the period ending with that month; and the amount of
such adjustments, so included, shall be stated, with suitable explanatory detail, in a footnote on the face of the report or in an attached memorandum.
FREIGHT SERVICE PERFORMANCE.

1. Average number of miles of road, or first running track, operated in freight service, including any additional miles of road operated in mixed service, but excluding yard tracks and sidings.
2. Average number of miles of all main tracks—first, second, third,
fourth, and other multiple running tracks—operated in freight service, including any additional miles of main tracks operated in mixed
service, but excluding yard tracks and sidings.
Account numbers mentioned below in connection with train-miles, locomotive-miles, and car-miles refer to the "Classification of train-miles, locomotivemiles, and car-miles," effective on July 1, 1914.

3. Number of train-miles.—Account 801 (both ordinary and light),
and a proportion of accounts 803 and 804 based on car-miles in mixed
and special trains. Electric locomotive train-miles shall be included,
but motor-car train-miles shall not.
(5)

6
4. Number of locomotive-miles.—Account
811, and a proportion
of accounts 813 and 814 based on car-miles in mixed and special
trains, including steam and electric locomotives. Miles made by
electric locomotives using water-generated power shall be included,
but the amount included shall be stated in a footnote on the face of
the report. Miles of motor cars shall not be classed as locomotivemiles.
5. Number of car-miles by direction of movement.—Account 821,
and, in addition, freight and caboose car-miles, accounts 823 and 824.
Car-miles in motor-car trains shall be excluded. Where the movement of traffic as a whole is not east and west, substitute north for
east and south for west, or combine north and south with east and
west according to traffic movement.
6. Number of gross ton-miles, including locomotives and tenders.—
This item shall be computed from conductors' train reports, and
shall include the weight of locomotives and tenders, principal, helper,
and light, with average loading of coal and water, including auxiliary
tenders, if any, moved 1 mile, including a proportion of the weight
of locomotives and tenders in mixed and special trains based on carmiles, as well as the weight of freight cars, contents, and cabooses
handled in freight, mixed, and special trains. Ton-mileage of electric
locomotive trains shall be included, but that of motor-car trains shall
not. The ton-mileage of trains propelled by electric locomotives
using water-generated power shall be included, but the amount included shall be stated in a footnote on the face of the report.
7. Number of gross ton-miles, excluding locomotives and tenders.—
This item shall be computed from conductors' train reports, and
will represent the number of tons of 2,000 pounds behind the locomotive and tender (freight cars, contents, and caboose) moved 1 mile in
freight, mixed, and special trains. Ton-mileage of electric locomotive
trains shall be included, but that of motor-car trains shall not.
The ton-mileage of trains propelled by electric locomotives using
water-generated power shall be included, but the amount included
shall be stated in a footnote on the face of the report.
8. Number of net ton-miles, revenue and nonrevenue.—This item
shall be computed from conductors' train reports. I t applies only to
the weight of the freight constituting the contents of the freight
cars, the ton-mileage of which is involved in the gross ton-miles reported, and represents the number of tons of 2,000 pounds of
revenue and nonrevenue freight moved 1 mile in freight, mixed, and
special trains. Ton-mileage of electric locomotive trains shall be included, but the ton-mileage of motor-car trains shall not.
9. Number of train-hours.—This item is to represent the elapsed
time of freight trains (both ordinary and light), and a proportion of the elapsed time of mixed and special trains based on car-
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miles in such trains, between the time of leaving initial terminals
and the time of arrival at final terminals, including delays on the
road, as shown by conductors' train reports or dispatchers' train
sheets. Hours of motor-car trains shall be excluded.
10. Number of serviceable locomotives, unserviceable
locomotives,
and the total number of locomotives on line daily.—These items pertain to steam and electric locomotives, and shall show the average
number (owned, leased, and rented) in freight service during the
month, excluding owned locomotives in service on other roads, and
shall be obtained by dividing the total number of locomotive-days
of 24 hours assignable to freight service by the number of calendar
days in the month. Locomotives running partly in freight service
and partly in passenger service shall be included only for the days
in freight service. The locomotive-days assignable to mixed and
to special service shall be apportioned to freight service on the basis
of car-miles produced in those services, respectively. Stored or unserviceable locomotives shall be counted as freight locomotives if
their usual assignment is to freight service; if it is to mixed, special,
or joint service, an appropriate apportionment of the days shall be
made as indicated above.
11. Number of locomotives stored.—This item is to represent the
number of locomotives under white lead or stored in serviceable condition and available for service. The term "unserviceable locomotives" includes unserviceable locomotives stored or awaiting sale,
and also locomotives awaiting or undergoing repairs, if held more
than 24 hours on that account.
12. Number of owned cars.—This item shall represent the number
of owned and leased freight cars in the service of the respondent at
the close of the month.
13. Average number of freight cars on line daily.—This item applies to home cars and to foreign cars, including private-line cars, and
shall be determined by an inventory taken on the first day of each
month with a daily debit or credit adjustment from the summary of
interchange reports and repair track and shop reports. Caboose
cars and work equipment shall be excluded. The sum of the daily
numbers divided by the number of days in the month gives the average number on line daily for the month. The average reportable
for the cumulative period is the result of dividing the sum of the
daily numbers of cars on line by the number of days in the cumulative period. The term "unserviceable c a r s " includes cars in or
awaiting shops, bad-order cars at outlying points, etc. The term
"serviceable c a r s " covers cars in serviceable condition and available
for service, including cars stored.
14. Number of cars stored.—This item shall include only such
serviceable freight cars as are actually stored and not required for
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current use. Neither surplus cars not definitely stored, nor bad-order
ears are includable under this head.
15. Number of net tons of coal consumed—-This item shall include
the equivalent coal tonnage for fuel oil used in oil-burning locomotives. I n reducing the quantity of fuel oil consumed to an equivalent coal tonnage, the respondent shall use such a ratio of the number of gallons of fuel oil equivalent to a net ton of coal as its experience indicates is applicable to local conditions. A similar course
shall be followed with respect to electric locomotives, and the equivalent tonnage of coal (based on kilowatt-hours per net ton of coal)
consumed in generating power used by them shall be included. Coal
used in generating power for motor-car trains, however, shall not be
included. Fuel consumed by locomotives in mixed-train and specialtrain service shall be apportioned on the basis of car-miles.
PASSENGER SERVICE PERFORMANCE.

1. Average number of miles of road, or first running track, operated in passenger service, including any additional miles of road
operated in mixed service, but excluding yard tracks and sidings.
2. Average number of miles of all main tracks—first, second, third,
fourth, and other multiple running tracks—operated in passenger
service, including any additional miles of main tracks operated in
mixed service, but excluding yard tracks and sidings.
Account numbers mentioned below in connection with train-miles, locomotivemiles, and car-miles refer to the "Classification of train-miles, locomotivemiles, and car-miles," effective on July 1, 1914.

3. Number of train-miles.—Account 802, and a proportion of accounts 803 and 804 based on car-miles in mixed and special trains.
Electric locomotive train-miles shall be included, but motor-car trainmiles shall not.
4. Number of locomotive-miles.—Account 812, and a proportion of
accounts 813 and 814 based on car-miles in mixed and special trains,
including steam and electric locomotives. Miles made by electric
locomotives using water-generated power shall be included, but the
amount included shall be stated in a footnote on the face of the report. Miles of motor cars shall not be classed as locomotive-miles.
5. Number of car-miles.—Account 822, and, in addition, passengertrain car-miles, accounts 823 and 824, subdivided as indicated. Carmileage of motor-car trains shall be excluded.
6. Number of serviceable locomotives, unserviceable
locomotives,
and total number of locomotives on line daily.—These items pertain to steam and electric locomotives, and shall show the average
number (owned, leased, and rented) in passenger service during the
month, excluding owned locomotives in service on other roads, and
shall be obtained by dividing the total number of locomotive-days of
24 hours assignable to passenger service by the number of calendar
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days in the month. Locomotives running partly in passenger service
and partly in freight service shall be included only for the days in
passenger service. The locomotive-days assignable to mixed and to
special service shall be apportioned to passenger service on the basis
of car-miles produced in those services, respectively. Stored or unserviceable locomotives shall be counted as passenger locomotives if
their usual assignment is to passenger service; if it is to mixed,
special, or joint service, an appropriate apportionment of the days
shall be made as indicated above.
1. Number of locomotives stored.—This item shall represent the
number of locomotives under white lead or stored in serviceable condition and available for service. The term "unserviceable locomotives" includes unserviceable locomotives stored or awaiting sale,
also locomotives awaiting or undergoing repairs, if held more than
24 hours on that account.
8. Number of net tons of coal consumed.—This item is to include
the equivalent coal tonnage for fuel oil used in oil-burning locomotives. I n reducing the quantity of fuel oil consumed to an equivalent
coal tonnage, the respondent shall use such a ratio of the number of
gallons of fuel oil equivalent to a net ton of coal as its experience
indicates is applicable to local conditions. A similar course shall be
followed with respect to electric locomotives, and the equivalent tonnage of coal (based on kilowatt-hours per net ton of coal) consumed
in generating power used by them shall be included. Coal used in
generating power for motor-car trains, however, shall not be included.
Fuel consumed by locomotives in mixed-train and special-train service shall be apportioned on the basis of car-miles.
LOCOMOTIVE AND TRAIN COSTS.

1. The returns for the expense items listed below shall, with the
modifications respectively indicated, follow the Commission's classification of operating expenses (to which references are made by account numbers) and also the prescribed rules governing the separation of operating expenses between freight service and passenger
service:
(a) Locomotive repairs.—Follow accounts 308 and 311, excluding
the cost of repairs to yard switching locomotives.
(b) Train enginemen.—Follow accounts 392 and 393, excluding
the pay of motormen of motor-car trains.
(c) Fuel for train locomotives.—Follow accounts 394, 395, and
396, excluding the motor-car train proportion of accounts 395 and
396.
(d) Other locomotive supplies.—Follow accounts 397, 398, and
399.
(e) Enginehouse expenses.—Follow account 400.
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(f) Trainmen.—Follow account 401, excluding pay of conductors
and trainmen of motor-car trains.
(g) Train supplies and expenses.—Follow account 402, excluding
the motor-car train proportion.
2. Quantity and cost of fuel charged to account 394.—The quantity
of coal shall be expressed in tons of 2,000 pounds, and of fuel oil in
gallons. The cost stated shall be the amount of invoice plus freight
charges.
3. Number of gallons of fuel oil equivalent to a net ton of coal.—
For this item, there should be stated the number that the experience
of the respondent indicates is applicable to its local condition.
REVENUE TRAFFIC.

1. Average number of miles of road operated in freight service,
including any additional miles of road operated in mixed service,
but excluding yard tracks and sidings.
2. Average number of miles of road operated in passenger service,
including any additional miles of road operated in mixed service,
but excluding yard tracks and sidings.
3. Number of revenue-tons carried.—This item shall include both
local and interline tonnage.
4. Number of revenue-tons carried 1 mile.
5. Freight revenue.—Follow operating revenue account 101.
6. Number of revenue passengers carried.—This item shall include
the number of local and interline revenue passengers carried.
7. Number of revenue passengers carried 1 mile.
8. Passenger revenue.—Follow operating revenue account 102.
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